"MARSE HENRY"

he said, "nothing is wrong," but he also said and
reiterated it time and again, "I have no prejudice
against the Southern people. They are just what
we would be in their situation. If slavery did not
now exist among them they would not introduce it.
If it did now exist among us, we would not instant-
ly give it up."

From first to last throughout the angry debates
preceding the War of Sections, amid the passions
of the War itself, not one vindictive, prescriptive
word fell from his tongue or pen, whilst during its
progress there was scarcely a day when he did not
project his great personality between some South-
ern man or woman and danger.
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There has been much discussion about what did
and what did not occur at the famous Hampton
Roads Conference. That Mr. Lincoln met and con-
ferred with the official representatives of the Con-
federate Government, led by the Vice President of
the Confederate States, when it must have been
known to him that the Confederacy was nearing the
end of its resources, is sufficient proof of the breadth
both of his humanity and his patriotism. Yet he
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